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 Special Workshop Meeting Agenda 
 Fortuna City Council  

Monday, June 18, 2018 – 4:30 P.M. 
621 11th Street at Fortuna City Hall 

 

We May Disagree, but We Will Be Respectful of One Another 
All Comments Will Be Directed to the Issue at Hand, and Addressed to the City Council 

Personal Attacks are Unacceptable 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER / FLAG SALUTE / ROLL CALL 

 
II. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC  

Members of the Public may be heard on any item on the Special Meeting Agenda. Speakers addressing the 
Council will be limited to 3 minutes per speaker. Be advised, by law the City Council cannot deliberate or 
take action on issues presented during Oral Comments that are not shown on the Agenda. 
 

III. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
A. Workshop to Discuss Planning Division Priorities with Staff 

 
IV. ADJOURN  

  Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.5, any non-confidential documents or writings that the City 
distributes, less than 72 hours before a regular meeting, to all or a majority of the legislative body's members 
must be made available to members of the public at the same time as the distribution. Documents and 
information related to the agenda topics are available for review at City Hall, 621 11th Street, between the 
hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. Members of the public are invited to come to the meeting and comment.  In 
compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this 
meeting, please contact the City Clerk at 725-7600. Notification prior to the meeting will enable the City 
to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. 

 
 

Buffy L. Gray 
Deputy City Clerk 
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STAFF REPORT  
City Council Business Agenda Item  

 
 
DATE:  June 18, 2018 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and Council Members 
 
FROM:  Liz Shorey, Deputy Director of Community Development  
 
THRU:  Merritt Perry, Interim City Manager 
  
SUBJECT: Workshop to Discuss Planning Division Priorities with Staff 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the City Council review the list of programs and provide direction to staff regarding Council 
priorities. 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
 
The purpose of this workshop is to provide an opportunity for Council to discuss with Community 
Development staff the priorities of the Planning Division projects and activities. Staff is seeking direction 
from the Council as to which ones the Council determines to be the most important and should be 
accomplished first. To assist the Council, a detailed project status list is provided. The purpose of this 
discussion is make the Council aware of issues related to these planning activities, to seek direction as to 
which ones the Council views as most important, and to strategize ways to get some projects completed 
under current staffing constraints while maintaining ongoing planning responsibilities.  
 
There are four categories of planning projects to be considered. These programs are discussed below, and 
the detailed lists are attached in their entirety for the Council’s reference: 
 

1. Council-directed programs— Consists of those programs previously identified by the Council, but 
not yet completed. Several of these priorities (design review guidelines, sign ordinance, Riverwalk 
general retail commercial rezone), but have not been completed for a variety of reasons. They are 
each discussed in attached status table. 

 
2. Code Sections Out of Date and State-Mandated Code Requirements— This list includes several 

zoning amendments that should be considered in order to comply with state law (mandates) and/or 
where the City’s current standards are out of date. Out of date codes result in difficulty in applying 
standards. Issues arise when the code does not meet current public needs or interests. These areas 
include accessory dwelling units (i.e., mother-in-law or secondary units), vacation rentals and 
Airbnb’s, and several others are listed. The list also includes State mandates that require local 
jurisdictions to adopt a code to implement certain State goals and standards.  

 
3. Housing Element programs—The Housing Element was certified in March 2018, and includes 

numerous programs, some of which are being implemented on an ongoing basis, some are in need 
of handouts or outreach programs, and others require zoning code updates. These are listed in the 
attached table. HCD has identified some of the mandated in their 4/12/18 certification letter; by 
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adopting these programs, the City will minimize legal challenge and/or HCD enforcement. 
Consultant work is necessary in addition to staff time to implement some of the measures. 

 
4. General Plan Programs— These programs consist of those that were identified and adopted in the 

Fortuna General Plan 2010. The General Plan is the City’s long-range planning document, and any 
action on carrying out its programs will result in implementation of the City’s vision. Many of 
these programs have already been implemented through Council direction and staff action, are in 
the process of being implemented as part of staff’s ongoing activities.  

 
Staffing— In 2017, staff completed the Marijuana Ordinance, the Design Review Guidelines (Planning 
Commission draft), and the Housing Element. In recent years, the City has completed three annexations, 
a traffic impact study, as well as City-wide rezoning for General Plan conformance. The majority of 
planning staff resources are used to deliver core development review services that are expected by the 
public, such as building permit review, discretionary permit review, coordination of planning commission 
meetings, and other forms of supporting development activities. It is the goal of the Community 
Development Department to respond effectively with everyone who is in need of development assistance 
and provide timely services meeting the needs of developers, residents, and businesses. This goal setting 
workshop will allow the Council to understand the scope of long-range planning needs in light of limited 
staff resources for long-range planning, and provide direction to staff regarding focused program attention. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT: 
 
Establishing project priorities in itself will not result in any financial cost to the City. Budget issues and 
staffing level of the Community Development Department prohibits completion of all of the project 
priorities that need to be completed.  Selectively hiring consultants or additional staff may be necessary 
to complete the various projects included in this staff report.  It can be expected that use of consultants or 
hiring additional staff will result in increased expenditures attributable to the City’s general fund.    
 
RECOMMENDED COUNCIL ACTION: 
 

1. Discuss with staff. 
2. Open Public Comment. 
3. Close Public Comment 
4. Provide direction to staff 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1.  Previously-Approved Projects 
2.  Outdated or Ineffective Programs 
3.  Housing Element Programs 
4.  General Plan Implementation Programs 
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Attachment 1 
Previously‐Approved Projects 

Work Plan Item/Project  Project Status Update  Resource Needs 
Riverwalk Land Use 
District/Freeway Commercial 
Zoning Amendment 

The Council directed staff to initiate 
amendments to the Fortuna Municipal 
Code to add general retail to the Freeway 
Commercial (F‐C) district. Staff has 
requested consultant assistance to 
process the associated General Plan 
amendment and supplemental EIR. 

Staffing needs: City staff to prepare draft 
resolution and general plan amendment, 
staff reports, CEQA circulation, and public 
hearings. Consultant for CEQA‐required 
supplemental EIR. 
Time frame: Approx. 6‐12 months. 
Workload: High 
Priority: High (Council request) 

Design Review Guidelines  Staff brought the draft guidelines to the 
Council meeting for adoption on 
September 18, 2018. The Council found 
additional revisions that they wanted to 
discuss, and asked for a workshop.  
Council postponed scheduling workshop 
until completion of marijuana prohibition 
ordinance. Currently anticipating that the 
Council will schedule a workshop to 
finalize design review guidelines. 

Staffing needs: City staff to conduct 
workshops and public hearings.  
Time frame: Approx. 3‐6 months., 
depending on extent of Council revisions. 
Workload: Moderate 
Priority: High (Council request) 
Note: This task is nearly complete, and 
would only require a few Council 
workshops and public hearing to 
complete. 

Sign Ordinance Update  At the September 18, 2018 Council 
meeting, the Council directed staff to 
initiate review and possible amendments 
of the Fortuna Municipal Code sign 
ordinance sections. 

Staffing needs: City staff to conduct 
workshops and public hearings.  
Time frame: Approx. 3‐6 months. 
Workload: Moderate to High 
Priority: Low (Listed as a low priority, 
non‐urgent matter because the existing 
sign ordinance is legally sound and no 
legal or technical challenges are 
expected). 
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Attachment 2 
Outdated or Ineffective Programs  

 
Work Plan Item/Project  Project Status Update 
Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance  State law mandates minimum standards. State standards are in effect 

for Fortuna since local ordinance is in conflict with state legislation 
until local code is updated. Updating the ADU ordinance for 
conformance with State law is also a Housing Element program. 

Vacation Rentals & Airbnb’s  City ordinance doesn’t allow short‐stay (less than 30 days) rental 
units in residential districts. Ordinance is vague, and would be more 
legally sound and enforceable if there were an explicit ordinance. 
Council or public has not weighed in. Short‐term rentals are 
increasingly popular. 

Code enforcement process & penalties  Code is out of date. Update would facilitate enforcement process and 
adjust penalties. 

Animal‐Keeping Ordinance (roosters, bees)  This is a common source of public nuisance complaints. City’s animal 
keeping ordinance doesn’t address roosters (re the noise issue; 
chickens are allowed on parcels > 10,000 square feet) or bees 
(neighbors concerned with safety).  

Water‐efficient landscaping ordinance  State mandate to conserve water. 
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Attachment 3 
Housing Element Programs 

 
Required programs indicated by HCD and the City’s Housing Element consultant: 
 
State‐mandated programs: 

H‐5.  Density Bonus Program 

Statement:  State  law  requires  that  the City  allow more  dwellings  to  be  built  than  the  existing 

development  standards  allow  if  a  developer  agrees  to  make  a  certain  number  of 

dwellings available to the target income group. This provision in state law is commonly 

referred to as a density bonus provision. The City should actively encourage developers 

to utilize  the density bonus provision and develop affordable housing by providing 

information  about  the  program  at  the  counter,  on  the  City’s website,  and  at  pre‐

application meetings.  

Objective:  Update the Zoning Code to ensure compliance with state law and provide affordable 

housing through use of the density bonus provision. 

Financing:  City of Fortuna 

Time Frame:   Update the Zoning Code by December 2018; ongoing as projects are processed through 

the Community Development Department. 

Responsible Agency: Community Development 
 

H‐10.  Maintain an Inventory of Affordable Housing Sites and Ensure Site Feasibility 

Statement:  The City will aid developers  looking  to develop affordable housing by continuing  to 

maintain an inventory of available sites within the City and by identifying potential sites that are prime 

for affordable housing development. The City will continue to allow lot consolidation as a ministerial 

process, and when financially feasible, the City will waive any fees for consolidating small parcels.  The 

City will  also provide  information  and  technical  assistance on  federal  and  state  funding  sources or 

referrals to appropriate agencies.  

  To comply with new housing laws, the City will rezone sites 6 and 12 to allow residential use 

by‐ right. This by‐right (without discretionary review) requirement is only for housing developments in 

which at least 20 percent of the units are affordable to lower‐income households. 

Objective:  Encourage the development of housing for all segments of the community, specifically 

lower‐income households. Ensure the City is meeting its regional housing needs allocation.   

Financing:  City of Fortuna 

Time Frame:  Ongoing;  review  and  update  the  sites  inventory  on  an  annual  basis.  Provide  lot 

consolidation assistance as projects are processed through the Community Development Department. 

Rezone sites 6 and 12 to allow residential use by‐ right within 3 years from adoption of this Housing 

Element.  

Responsible Agency: Community Development Department 
H‐11.  Emergency Shelters and Regional Homeless Coordination  

Statement:  State law requires the City to identify a zone where emergency shelters are permitted 

by  right,  without  discretionary  review.  The  City  is  also  permitted  to  adopt  developmental  and 

managerial standards in accordance with Government Code Section 65583(a)(4)(A). The City’s Zoning 

Ordinance currently allows for the development of a homeless shelters by right on select parcels in the 

Commercial Thoroughfare (C‐T) and Light Industrial (M‐1) zoning districts. To ensure compliance with 

state law, the City will: 
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- Create an emergency shelter overlay zone where an emergency shelter will be 

permitted by right, without discretionary review.  

- Identify  sites  within  the  overlay  zone  that  have  sufficient  capacity  and  are 

appropriate and suitable for a homeless shelter.  

- Work with the County and Humboldt Housing and Homeless Coalition (HHHC) 

during the yearly point‐in‐time homeless count to conduct a suitability study to 

determine the specific needs for Fortuna. 

- Identify and revise the current standards for emergency shelters to remove any 

discretionary approvals. 

- Monitor annually and add additional sites, if needed. 

In addition, the City will continue to coordinate with neighboring cities, the County, and other agencies 

in the development of programs aimed at providing homeless shelters and related services. 

Objective:  Create  an  overlay  zone  to  permit  emergency  shelters  by  right  and  remove  any 

discretionary  approval.  Annually  work  with  the  County  and  Humboldt  Housing  and  Homeless 

Coalition (HHHC) during the yearly point‐in‐time homeless count.  

Financing:  City of Fortuna 

Time Frame:  Update the Zoning Ordinance by spring 2018. Identify and revise the current standards 

and  remove  any  discretionary  approvals  prior  to  adoption  of  the  Housing  Element.  Meet  with 

neighboring cities and the County annually to discuss homeless issues.   

Responsible Agency: Community Development Department 

H‐12.  Transitional and Supportive Housing 

Statement:  The City currently has separate definitions of transitional and supportive housing, as 

defined in Health and Safety Code Sections 50675.2 and 50675.14, included in its Zoning 

Ordinance.  In an effort  to comply with state  law,  the City will  review and  revise  its 

Zoning  Ordinance  to  state  that  transitional  and  supportive  housing  types  will  be 

allowed  as  permitted  uses  subject  to  only  the  same  restrictions  on  residential  uses 

contained in the same type of structure.  

Objective:  Amend the Zoning Ordinance to state that transitional and supportive housing types 

will be allowed as permitted uses subject  to only  the same restrictions on residential 

uses contained in the same type of structure.  

Financing:  City of Fortuna 

Time Frame:  Update the Zoning Ordinance by spring 2018. 

Responsible Agency: Community Development Department 

H‐15.  Housing for Extremely Low‐Income Households  

Statement:  The City shall amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow conversion of hotels and motels to 

single‐room occupancy units  (SRO) under  specified  conditions  in  selected  zones.  In 

addition,  to help meet  the needs of extremely  low‐income households,  the City will 

prioritize  funding  and/or  offer  financial  incentives  or  regulatory  concessions  to 

encourage  the  development  of  housing  types  affordable  to  extremely  low‐income 

households, such as SROs, multifamily units, and supportive housing.   

Objective:  Support the development of housing for extremely low‐income households and amend 

the Zoning Ordinance to allow for SROs to comply with state law. Assist 3 extremely 

low‐income households by the end of the planning period. 

Financing:  City of Fortuna 

Time Frame:  Ongoing as projects are processed through the Community Development Department. 

Amend the Zoning Ordinance by December 2018. 

Responsible Agency: Community Development Department 
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New State Law Requirements: 

H‐8.  Annual Review of the Housing Element 

Statement:  The  City  must  prepare  an  annual  progress  report  on  the  status  and  progress  in 

implementing its Housing Element. The annual progress report must be presented to 

the  Planning  Commission  or  City  Council  and  is  then  submitted  to HCD  and  the 

Governor’s Office of Planning and Research.  

Objective:  Review the Housing Element on an annual basis to determine the effectiveness of the 

programs in achieving the City’s housing goals and objectives. 

Financing:  City of Fortuna 

Time Frame:  Annually, starting April 2018 

Responsible Agency: Community Development  

H‐16.  Accessory Dwelling Units 

Statement:  Accessory dwelling units (second units) can be an affordable housing option and can 

help meet the needs of many residents in the city. To ensure consistency with state law 

concerning accessory dwelling units (Assembly Bill 2299 and Senate Bill 1069), the City 

shall review standards and revise as necessary to facilitate the development of accessory 

dwelling units. 

Objective:  Support the development of accessory dwelling units. 

Financing:  City of Fortuna 

Time Frame:  Update the Zoning Ordinance by December 2018. 

Responsible Agency: Community Development Department 

H‐18.  Reasonable Accommodation Procedure 

Statement:  The City will develop and formalize a process that a person with disabilities will need 

to go through to make a reasonable accommodation request in order to accommodate 

the needs of persons with disabilities and streamline the permit review process. The City 

will  provide  information  to  individuals  with  disabilities  regarding  reasonable 

accommodation policies, practices, and procedures based on the guidelines from HCD. 

This information will be available through postings and pamphlets at the City and on 

the City’s website.   The City will also update the definition of family to state “one or 

more persons living together in a dwelling unit.” 

Objective:  Develop and formalize a general process for reasonable accommodations. 

Financing:  City of Fortuna 

Time Frame:  Update the Zoning Ordinance by December 2018. 

Responsible Agency: Community Development Department

HCD Importance: 

H‐9.  Residential Multifamily Development Review Process  

Statement:  Currently, the City requires a conditional use permit for multifamily developments with 

5 or more units. To ensure that the conditional use permit process does not impact the timing, cost, or 

supply of multifamily development, the City shall replace the conditional use permit requirement for 

multifamily  development  in multifamily  zones with  a  site  plan  review  process.  This  process will 

continue to review elements such as aesthetics, traffic, parking, noise and visual impacts.  The site plan 

review process will incorporate objective standards to promote greater certainty and streamlining in the 

approval process for multifamily development.  .  

Objective:  Replace the conditional use permit process with a site plan review. 
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H‐22.  Preservation of Mobile Homes 

Statement:  Mobile homes are an affordable housing option for many residents. In an effort to assist 

with preserving this type of housing, the City will take the following steps: 

- Compile  a  list  of  resources  and  provide  technical  assistance  to  facilitate  the 

maintenance and preservation of mobile home parks. 

- Conduct yearly outreach  to mobile home  residents and park owners  regarding 

potential funding sources,  including the State’s Mobilehome Park Rehabilitation 

and Ownership  Program  (MPRROP). Outreach may  be  facilitated  by  going  to 

mobile home clubhouses and posting information in readily visible locations. 

- Consider preparing an assessment of housing‐related needs in mobile home parks 

through  communications  with  residents  and  owners,  identifying  city,  state, 

federal, and private resources available to address those needs. 

- Provide  assistance  with  funding  applications  to  mobile  home  park  owners, 

residents, and nonprofit organizations to assist in mobile home park preservation.

- Compile a list and map of mobile home parks in Fortuna. 

- Develop a  list of mobile home preservation experts and nonprofit organizations 

that can assist in the preservation of mobile home units. Provide this information 

to interested mobile home park residents, owners, and nonprofit organizations. 

Objective:  Preserve housing affordable to lower‐income persons. 

Financing:  City of Fortuna  

Time Frame:  Provide assistance at least annually and ongoing. Compile list of resources and map of 

mobile home parks, and develop a list of preservation experts and nonprofit organizations by the end of 

2018. Consider preparation of a housing assessment by the end of 2018.  

Responsible Agency: Community Development Department 
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ATTACHMENT 4 

GENERAL PLAN IMPLMENTATION PROGRAMS—Adopted by Council Dec. 2010 
City of Fortuna – 2030 General Plan Update 

Goals and Programs 
Responsibility for 
Implementation 

Timing of 
Implementation 

Department that Confirms 
Implementation  

Chapter 1: Land Use 
 

Goal LU-1  Citywide Growth and Development  

To ensure that Fortuna’s future growth will proceed in an orderly manner, retain its small town character, and promote the efficient and equitable provision of public services.   

Program LU-1. The City shall monitor housing and population growth and 
regional growth projections and report annually to the City Council. Humboldt 
County Association of Governments (HCAOG) projects housing needs by income 
level for each jurisdiction in Humboldt County in the Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment (RHNA) plan.  

Community Development. 

 

 

Ongoing Community Development  

Annual HCAOG Report 

Program LU-2. The City shall use GIS technology to more accurately portray City 
infrastructure and to economize building and planning permit tracking.   

  

  

Administration 

Public Works  

Engineering 

Community Development 

FY 2011 – 2012 

Ongoing 

 

 

Goal LU-2  Redevelopment 

To encourage the reuse and redevelopment of blighted or underutilized structures and areas to facilitate new growth and economic vitality.  

Program LU-3. Update Redevelopment Implementation Plan every 5 years per 
California Health and Safety Code. 

Redevelopment Agency Every five years  
beginning 2011 

 

Goal LU-3  Interagency Coordination 

To achieve maximum jurisdictional and agency coordination in all aspects of planning.  

Program LU-4. The City shall work with the County to develop and update City-
County geographic information systems (GIS) layers to streamline review of 
building plans, subdivision requests, and other discretionary permits.  

  

Administration 

Public Works 

Engineering 

Community Development 

FY 2011 – 2012 

Ongoing 
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 Fortuna General Plan 2030 C-4 Program Implementation FY 2010 -2011 
O/ComDev/General Plan 2030/Implementation/AppendixC Adopted by Council 

GENERAL PLAN IMPLMENTATION PROGRAMS—Adopted by Council Dec. 2010 
City of Fortuna – 2030 General Plan Update 

Goals and Programs 
Responsibility for 
Implementation 

Timing of 
Implementation 

Department that Confirms 
Implementation  

Goal LU-4  Residential Development 

To create land-use patterns that promote the residential character of the community, including quality housing development and balanced, harmonious land-use types.  

Program LU-5.  The City shall develop a set of noise attenuation measures, to 
reduce noise levels for proposed residential uses to within the City’s 60 dB Ldn 
exterior and 45 Ldn interior noise standards.  Noise reduction measures to include 
any combination of setbacks, berms, structural features, dual pane windows, noise-
damping construction materials, or other measures. 

 

Community Development  

Engineering Division 

 

FY 2011 – 2012 

 

Administration 

Adoption of new standards by 
resolution of the City Council  

 

Program LU-6.  For new residential uses proposed directly adjacent to existing 
industrial, airport, agricultural and/or WWTP uses, the City shall require one of the 
following: 

● Setbacks, berms and/or other features to limit noise, dust, light and odor impacts; or 

● A public disclosure notice in the ownership deed and/or rental agreements stating 
that the residents may be subject to periodic noise, dust, light and/or odors 
associated with adjacent uses, and that these uses shall be held harmless (e.g., not 
subject to any future nuisance claim) so long as they operate in accordance with 
applicable City, State and federal standards. 

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012 Administration 

Adoption of new standards by 
resolution of the City Council 

Goal LU-5  Neighborhood Conservation & Enhancement  

To conserve and enhance the best qualities of existing neighborhoods as the city grows.  

Program LU-7.  The City shall develop and apply a compatibility formula for 
scaling (height relationship), landscaping, visually buffering treatments, and 
incorporating noise attenuation for new non-residential development adjacent to 
existing residential uses. 

 

 

 

Community Development  FY 2011 - 2012 Administration 

Adoption of new standards by 
resolution of the City Council  
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Goal LU-6  Commercial Development 

To designate adequate commercial  land, compatible with surrounding land uses to meet present and future needs of residents and visitors to enhance  economic vitality.  

Program LU-8.   The City shall allow new commercial  development, up to the 
following levels, to equitably distribute sales and employment generating uses  in 
the City and annexation areas: 

 Commercial (COM) 168,000 SQ.FT. 

 Office(OFF) 172,000 SQ.FT. 

 Central Business District (CBD)   35,000 SQ.FT. 

 Mill District (MD) 250,000 SQ.FT. 

 Fortuna Blvd (CMU) 146,000 SQ.FT 

 Riverwalk District (RWD ) 150,000 SQ.FT 

 

 

Community Development  

 

 

Ongoing 

 

 

Community Development 
Department 

Through the annual report on 
the General Plan. 

Goal LU-7   Industrial Development 

To designate adequate industrial land and promote uses to meet the present and future employment needs of residents.  

Program LU-9.  The City shall allow new industrial  development, up to the 
following levels, to equitably distribute sales and employment generating uses  in 
the City and annexation areas: 

 South of Main Street in City 100,000 SQ.FT. 

 Riverwalk District Annexation 150,000 SQ.FT 

 Rohnerville Airport Annexation 150,000 SQ.FT 

Community Development 
Department. 

 

 

Ongoing 

 

 

Community Development 
Department 

Through the annual report on 
the General Plan. 

Goal LU-8 Community Facilities & Services 

To designate adequate community facilities land to meet the present and future needs of Fortuna residents and visitors.  

Program LU-10. The City shall develop a formula for granting a bonus in density 
or intensity of use for commercial, industrial, and residential projects (of specific 
sizes) that provide child-care facilities.  

Community Development 

City Council 

FY 2011 - 2012 Administration 

Adoption of new standards by 
resolution of the City Council 
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Goal LU-9  Focus Areas and Area Plans 

To adequately address the unique planning and design needs of focus areas in Fortuna, which include Fortuna Boulevard (Thoroughfare Commercial), Downtown (Central 
Business District), the Riverwalk District, and Rohnerville, and the Mill District.  

Program LU-11.  The City shall develop and adopt area plans for the Focus Areas Community Development FY 2011 - 2012 Community Development  

Goal LU-10 Focus Area – Fortuna Boulevard  

 To enhance Fortuna Boulevard as a pedestrian-oriented corridor that creates a local destination for shopping and living.  

Program LU-12. The City shall conduct an inventory of parcels that are suitable 
for consolidation along Fortuna Boulevard to provide sufficient sites adequate for 
development of revenue-enhancing uses.   

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012 Community Development  

 

Goal LU-11  Focus Area: Downtown  

To promote and preserve Downtown Fortuna as a local destination for shopping and living.  

Program LU-13. The City shall amend the Zoning Ordinance to establish a 
Restaurant Overlay District in Downtown to encourage this type of business, 
including encroachment permits where sidewalk width would allow outdoor dining 
(e.g., east end of Main street).  

  

Community Development  

Planning Commission 

City Council 

FY 2011 - 2012 Administration 

Adopt Ordinance 

 

Program LU-14. The City shall amend the Zoning Ordinance to establish a 
Live/Work Overlay District in the Downtown to encourage this type of business.  

  

Community Development  

Planning Commission 

City Council 

FY 2011 - 2012 Administration 

Goal LU-12   Focus Area: Riverwalk District   

To promote and enhance the Riverwalk District as a local, regional, and tourist destination for shopping, recreation, lodging, conferences and civic/community activities.  

No programs 
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Goal LU-13  Focus Area: Rohnerville  

To preserve the unique character of the Rohnerville community and its historical and cultural resources.   

Program LU-15.  The City shall develop zoning standards that are unique to the 
Rohnerville area to retain the area’s character and to protect historically significant 
structures.  

Community Development. FY 2011 - 2012 Community Development 

Goal LU-14  Focus Area: Mill District 

To provide a full range of community services that are served by a street network that encourages walking and cycling by making the experience pleasurable and efficient.  
(See Draft Mill District Area Plan for a complete Goals, Policies, and Program list).  

Program LU-16. The City shall prepare and adopt design and development 
standards and criteria for the Mill District to accommodate a range of development 
options including building types and uses. 

Community Development FY 2011 – 2012 

 

Community Development 

 

Program LU-17. The City shall prepare a connectivity map for the Mill District. Community Development FY 2011 – 2012 Community Development 

 Program LU-18. The City shall prepare and adopt a Mill District Area Plan that 
includes provisions for phased development of the site. 

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012 Community Development 

Chapter 2: Economic Development 
 

Goal ED-1  Stable & Balanced Economy 

To promote business growth and industry diversification, a conducive business climate and a supportive economic foundation.  

Program ED-1. The City shall, in collaboration with the Chamber of Commerce, 
local businesses, and other representatives, prepare an Economic Development 
Strategic Marketing Plan designed to preserve and enhance Fortuna’s economic 
base. The Plan shall reflect the goals and policies of the General Plan and contain 
an accountability system that regularly evaluates performance of city economic 
development initiatives.  

Community Development  

Administration 

 

FY 2011 – 2012 

 

Administration 
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Program ED-2. The City shall meet with economic development and business 
organizations to identify key bottlenecks that limit entrepreneurship and new 
business formation in Fortuna. This will include factors such as site availability and 
limitations, broadband access, adequacy of public infrastructure, the permitting 
process, and an assessment of workforce needs.  

Community Development  

Administration 

 

FY 2011 - 2012 Administration 

 

Goal ED-2  Workforce Development 

To develop and maintain an environment that fosters good-paying jobs and to ensure that all workers have access to the services and resources they need to enhance and renew 
their skills and job readiness.  

Program ED-3. The City shall meet with economic development and business 
organizations to identify the highest priority needs for workforce investment in 
Fortuna, and seek out grants and other external resources to support this 
investment. These investment needs are likely to include adult education, English 
language training for recent immigrants, entrepreneurship training, and retraining 
of displaced workers. 

Community Development  

Administration 

 

Ongoing 

 

Administration 

 

Goal ED-3   Redefining the Economic Base 

To recognize the declining role of the timber industry’s contribution to the region and Fortuna’s economic wealth and redefine its economic base to one that is stable, diverse, 
and economically sustainable. 

Program ED-4. The City shall produce a feasibility study regarding the fiscal and 
economic success of a business or industrial park in Fortuna, or more generally, of 
specific plan development areas for complementary commercial or industrial uses 
at locations with adequate site improvements and public infrastructure.  

Administration 

Community Development 

 

FY 2011 – 2012 

 

 

Program ED-5. The City shall pursue grants and other funding sources for 
infrastructure improvements to support the development of medical and healthcare 
facilities and services around Redwood Memorial Hospital.   

Administration 

Community Development 

FY 2011 – 2012 

 

 

Program ED-6. The City shall work with local aviation interests to prepare a 
feasibility study regarding the expansion of air freight services, air courier services, 
general aviation, and unified fire services at the Rohnerville Airport.  

Administration 

Community Development 

FY 2011 – 2012 
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Program ED-7. The City shall meet and collaborate with organizations such as the 
UC Cooperative Extension and the Farm Bureau to identify opportunities for 
expansion of the Farmers’ Market, discuss opportunities for attracting food 
processing and manufacturing facilities, and discuss collaborative marketing 
opportunities.  

Administration 

Community Development 

FY 2011 – 2012 

 

 

 Program ED-8. The City shall pursue an ongoing collaboration with key 
stakeholders in Fortuna’s diversified healthcare industry complex. The purpose of 
the collaboration will be to identify policies, funding opportunities, and other 
feasible initiatives to help preserve existing healthcare facilities and services and to 
encourage the development of additional components of a healthcare industry 
complex in Fortuna.  

Administration 

Community Development 

FY 2011 – 2012 

 

 

Program ED-9. The City shall collaborate with economic development and 
business organizations to identify ways of expanding food manufacturing in 
Fortuna. This will include identifying limitations that restrict the formation of food 
manufacturing businesses in Fortuna, seeking out opportunities for establishing 
retail outlets for existing dairy and other food manufacturers, and collaborative 
efforts to market distinctive locally manufactured food products to tourists and 
consumers outside the area. 

Administration 

Community Development 

FY 2011 – 2012 

 

 

Goal ED-4  Business Attraction and Retention 

To create a business climate that attracts entrepreneurs, encourages new business formation, and supports the expansion of existing businesses.   

Program ED-10. The City shall create and maintain an updated inventory of 
vacant and underutilized land zoned for commercial and industrial purposes to 
expedite economic development in Fortuna. The City shall make this inventory 
available to the public as a searchable, user-friendly Internet database. 

Community Development  

 

 

Ongoing 

 

Administration 

 

Program ED-11. The City, in conjunction with the Fortuna Chamber of Commerce 
and the Fortuna Business Improvement District, shall market Fortuna as a business 
location through the preparation and distribution of informational packets and 
attendance at marketing seminars and conferences.  

Administration 
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Goal ED-5  Tourism 

To promote the growth of tourism by enhancing the city’s potential to attract visitors through preservation of historic resources, promotion and development of  attractions, 
and provision of a variety of overnight accommodations.   

ED-12. The City shall work with the Fortuna Business Improvement District and 
Fortuna Chamber of Commerce to develop a comprehensive tourism management 
program that identifies the city’s visitor target market, monitors the effects of 
tourism, and makes necessary improvements to ensure citywide benefit and 
maintain the quality of life.  

Community Development  

 

Ongoing 

 

Administration 

 

 ED-13. The City shall meet with tourism, economic development, business 
organizations, and the College of the Redwood’s Tourism Institute to identify 
effective methods to market Fortuna to tourists. Examples include improved way-
finding signage, design and landscaping, cooperative marketing campaigns, and 
new and expanded festivals and special events linked to distinctive local culture, 
recreation, and food.  

Community Development  

 

 

Ongoing 

 

Administration 

 

Goal ED-6  Infrastructure 

To coordinate long-term land use and infrastructure decisions with future economic development.  

ED-14. The City shall pursue and distribute funding and technical assistance to 
upgrade and enhance the transportation and infrastructure facilities within the city 
that are necessary for facilitating economic growth and development. 

Public Works 

 

FY 2011 – 2012 

 

 

ED-15. The City shall identify road and other infrastructure limitations that restrict 
economic development in the Rohnerville Airport area, and seek out grants and 
other funds to remove these limitations.  

Community Development FY 2011 – 2012 

and Ongoing 

 

ED-16. The City shall periodically assess the adequacy of the electricity and 
natural gas distribution network to accommodate business development by firms 
with substantial electric energy or natural gas consumption requirements, or by 
firms interested in locally- generating renewable energy or developing local natural 
gas deposits adjacent to Fortuna.  

Community Development Ongoing  
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Chapter 3: Housing 
 

Numerous goals are set forth in the chapter.   

Program H-1.  Housing Rehabilitation.   Attempt to obtain State and Federal 
assistance to expand the Housing Rehabilitation Program to upgrade those units 
needing rehabilitation consistent with state and federal guidelines.  The purpose of 
the program would be to provide low interest loans to low and moderate income 
families to make necessary repairs. 

Community Development 

 Redevelopment Agency 

30 units by 2014 

Ongoing through 
2014 

 

Program H-2.  HOME-Financed First Time Homebuyer Program.  Work with 
developers to provide single-family starter homes for young families by assisting 
with public improvements for those projects financed by the Home Investment 
Partnership Program (HOME). 

Community Development 

 Redevelopment Agency 

Development of 25 single-
family starter homes 

Ongoing through 
2014 

 

Program H-3.  Promote Fair Housing Opportunities.  The City will refer 
interested persons to the State Fair Employment and Housing Commission. The 
City will act as an independent third party to discrimination complaints and shall 
maintain a file for the purpose of recording information about any alleged 
violations of State or Federal fair housing requirements. The City will support 
housing equal opportunity programs by having the Planning Division distribute 
information about fair housing rights and procedures for filing fair housing 
complaints to City government offices, public libraries, and post offices. The 
Planning Division shall also maintain the information.  

Community Development By January 1st of 
each calendar year 

 

Program H-4.  CDBG Housing Revolving Loan Fund.  The City received CDBG 
grants in 2004-2005 to create and carry out a housing rehabilitation program for 
low and moderate-income residents.  The Fortuna Redevelopment Agency is 
responsible for implementing the program.  The funds from the grant are being 
used to make loans to qualified property owners.  The loan repayments have been 
placed in a revolving fund.  The moneys in the revolving loan fund are being used 
to make loans to rehabilitate dwellings of low and moderate-income residents. 

Community Development 

 Redevelopment Agency 

Increase and improve the 
supply of low and 
moderate-income housing 
by rehabilitating 30 units. 

Through 2014  
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Program H-5.  Fortuna Redevelopment Agency 20% Housing Set-Aside   
Allocation.  The Fortuna Redevelopment Agency is expected to have 
approximately $300,000 available from the 20% housing set aside allocation 
between 2001 and 2008.  These funds can be used to support the construction of 
new dwellings, the rehabilitation of existing dwellings, and the conservation of 
existing dwellings of low and moderate-income residents.  The funds can also be 
used to pay the cost of public improvements that benefit low and moderate-income 
families. 

Community Development 

 Redevelopment Agency 

Provide off-site public 
improvements that will 
make 30 new single-family 
starter homes available. 

Through 2014  

Program H-6.  Density Bonus Program.  Existing State law requires that the City 
allow more dwellings to be built than the existing development standards allow if a 
developer agrees to make a certain number of dwellings available to the Target 
Income Group.  This provision in State law is commonly referred to as a density 
bonus provision.  The City should actively encourage developers to utilize the 
density bonus provision and provide affordable housing. The City should provide 
information about the density bonus program to developers by providing 
information at the counter, on the City’s website, and at pre-application meetings.  

Community Development 

Provide affordable 
housing through use of the 
density bonus provision. 

Through 2014  

Program H-7.  Non-Profit Agency Homeless Program.  Homelessness is 
currently not a significant problem in Fortuna.  However, if a non-profit agency 
determines that a shelter should be built, the City should work with such agency to 
determine an appropriate location based on existing land use and zoning.  The 
Zoning Ordinance allows a homeless shelter to be built in several districts with a 
use permit.  A final decision will be based on the City’s review and approval. 

Community Development  

Assist with the 
development of a 
homeless shelter, if 
necessary. 

n/a  

Program H-8.  State and Federal Housing Assistance.  The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and the Farmers Home Administration 
(FmHA) have placed an emphasis on the development of housing for low and 
moderate-income families.  Lutheran Home for the Aging, Mt. View Estates, St. 
Luke’s Manor, the Braun subdivision, Wood Creek Apartments, Redwood Housing 
Corporation, and some local developers have used federal moneys to construct new 
single family homes and apartments for low and moderate income residents.  The 
City of Fortuna Redevelopment Agency has worked with these parties in the past to 
obtain financial assistance.  The City and Agency should continue to pursue the use 
of these programs. 

Community Development 

 Redevelopment Agency 

Assist with the 
development of 
apartments and single-
family homes when 
appropriate. 

Through 2014  
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Program H-9.  Improvement Standards.  Because the City's Improvement 
Standards and Specifications are a critical component of subdivision design, it is 
imperative that they reflect realistic standards that protect public health and safety, 
while at the same time not impose unnecessary, excessive development costs. The 
City shall review and update the Improvement Standards and Specifications to 
ensure that balanced improvements are required of new developments. 

Community Development  

Evaluate the City's 
Improvement Standards 
and Specifications and 
update and modify if 
necessary. 

2014  

Program H-10.  Annual Progress Report.  The City recognizes the need for 
streamlined permit processing as a means of facilitating development and 
supporting affordable housing. As a means of evaluating internal review and 
processing, an annual report shall be prepared for review by the City Council that 
indicates average processing times, any potential constraints to facilitating 
processing, and areas of improvement. 

Community Development  

Evaluate and improve 
permit processing. 

Annually  

Program H-11.  Residential Multifamily Development Review Process.  To 
ensure that the conditional use permit process for multi-family projects of five or 
more housing units does not impact the timing, cost, or supply of multi-family 
development, the City shall monitor the conditional use permit process on multi-
family applications to determine whether or not the process impacts the 
development of multi-family units.  During the annual report to the Planning 
Commission, an assessment shall be made of multi-family projects considered 
during the year.  If it is determined that the conditional use permit process impacts 
the timing, cost, or supply of multi-family housing, the City shall reconsider its 
position on this matter and adopt mitigations, which could include eliminating the 
conditional use process. 

Community Development  

Evaluate the Conditional 
Use Permit Process 

Ongoing projects 
are processed by 
the Planning 
Division 

 

Program H-12.  Identify Affordable Housing Sites.  The City can aid developers 
of affordable housing by selecting sites for affordable housing in advance and 
encouraging development proposals for sites so identified. The City will also 
provide information and technical assistance on federal and state funding sources or 
referrals to appropriate agencies. 

 

Community Development  

Encourage developers to 
develop the site to meet 
the goals of this element. 

Ongoing  
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Program H-13.  Homeless Shelter Locations and Standards.  Pursuant to Senate 
Bill 2 (SB 2), the City will amend the Zoning Code to allow emergency shelters as 
a permitted use without discretionary review in the Commercial Thoroughfare (C-
T) and Light Industrial (M-1) zoning districts.  The C-T zoning district is located 
on the main boulevard where all of the services are immediately located, including 
shopping, multifamily apartments, medical offices, government offices, churches, 
public schools, pedestrian accessibility, and the bus line. The M-1 district is located 
near the center of the City (less than one mile away, on average), near shopping, 
near the bus line, adjacent to the freeway. Currently, there are approximately 0.85 
acres (2 parcels) of vacant land in the C-T zoning district and approximately 0.87 
acres (1 parcel) of vacant land in the M-1 zoning district.  

The City shall evaluate adopting development and managerial standards that will be 
consistent with Government Code Section 65583(a)(4). These standards may 
include the following: 

1) Maximum number of beds 

2) Off-street parking based upon demonstrated need 

3) Size and location of on-site waiting and intake areas 

4) Proximity to other shelters 

5) Length of stay 

6) Lighting 

7) Security during hours when the shelter is open 

Community Development  

Amend the Zoning Code to 
support the construction 
of emergency shelters 
pursuant to SB 2 and 
provide assistance to the 
homeless. 

Dec. 31, 2010  

Program H-14.  Transitional and Supportive Housing.  Pursuant to SB 2, the 
City must explicitly allow both supportive and transitional housing types in all 
residential zones.  The City shall update its Zoning Code to include separate 
definitions of transitional and supportive housing as defined in Health and Safety 
Code Sections 50675.2 and 50675.14.  Both transitional and supportive housing 
types will be allowed as a permitted use subject to only the same restrictions on 
residential uses contained in the same type of structure.  

 

Community Development  

Amend the Zoning Code to 
support transitional and 
supportive housing types. 

Dec. 31, 2010  
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Program H-15.  Coordinate City Efforts with Local Developers.  The City will 
annually contact local developers and assist with development of housing that is 
affordable to lower income households including identification of sites, information 
on funding availability, support with funding applications, conducting pre-
application meetings and streamlining development applications.  

 

Community Development  

Increase the likelihood of 
developing and 
rehabilitating housing 
units affordable to lower 
income individuals and 
families by educating 
developers, increasing 
public awareness of the 
process, and creating a 
partnership with 
developers between 
developers and the City. 

Ongoing  

Program H-16.  Housing grants and other forms of assistance.  The City shall 
pursue funding for housing programs, and/or assist private developers who pursue 
housing assistance programs, including but not limited to the following: 

 First-time Homebuyer Program 

 Home Investment Partnership Program (HOME) 

 State Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 

 Multifamily Housing Program (MHP) 

 Joe Serna, Jr. Farmworker Housing Grant Program (JSJFWHG) 

 CalHome Program 

 Building Equity and Growth in Neighborhoods Program (BEGIN) 

 United States Department of Agriculture Housing Programs 

 California Housing Finance Authority Loans (CHFA) 

 Federal Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) 

 

Community Development  
and Fortuna                  
Redevelopment Agency 

Provide gap financing to 
developers to encourage 
affordable housing 

Ongoing  

22



 

 Fortuna General Plan 2030 C-16 Program Implementation FY 2010 -2011 
O/ComDev/General Plan 2030/Implementation/AppendixC Adopted by Council 

GENERAL PLAN IMPLMENTATION PROGRAMS—Adopted by Council Dec. 2010 
City of Fortuna – 2030 General Plan Update 

Goals and Programs 
Responsibility for 
Implementation 

Timing of 
Implementation 

Department that Confirms 
Implementation  

Program H-17.  Supportive housing and single-room occupancy per AB 2634.  
The City shall amend the Zoning Ordinance to allow conversion of hotels and 
motels to single room occupancy units (SRO) under specified conditions in selected 
zones. In addition, to help meet the needs of extremely low- income households, 
the City will prioritize funding and/or offer financial incentives or regulatory 
concessions to encourage the development of housing types affordable to extremely 
low-income households, such as SROs, multifamily units and supportive housing.   

Community Development  

Support very low income 
groups by creating an 
affordable housing option. 

Dec. 31, 2010  

Program H-18.  Secondary Dwelling Units—review standards and modify to 
facilitate second units.  The City shall review standards and modify to facilitate 
second units. 

Community Development 

Support the construction 
of secondary dwelling 
units. 

Dec. 31, 2010  

Program H-19.  Efficiency Units.  The City shall consider adopting changes to the 
Uniform Building Code to allow construction of efficiency units as small as 150 
square feet in size consistent with the requirements of state and local law. 

Community Development 

Encourage Efficiency Unit 
Construction 

Dec. 31, 2010 

 

Administration 

Adoption of resolution 

Program H-20.  Reasonable Accommodation Procedure.  The City will develop 
and formalize a process that a person with disabilities will need to go through to 
make a reasonable accommodation request in order to accommodate the needs of 
persons with disabilities and streamline the permit review process. The City will 
provide information to individuals with disabilities regarding reasonable 
accommodation policies, practices, and procedures based on the guidelines from 
the California Housing and Community Development Department (HCD). This 
information will be available through postings and pamphlets at the City and on the 
City’s website.   

Community Development 

Develop and formalize a 
general process for 
reasonable 
accommodations. 

 

Dec. 31, 2010 

 

Community Development 

 

 Program H-21.  Reduced Parking Requirements.  The City will amend the 
zoning ordinance to reduce parking standards to require only one space for one-
bedroom and studio units. 

  

 

Community Development 

Address constraints and 
facilitate the development 
of multifamily housing 

 

Dec. 31, 2010 

 

Administration 

Adoption of resolution  

 

23



 

 Fortuna General Plan 2030 C-17 Program Implementation FY 2010 -2011 
O/ComDev/General Plan 2030/Implementation/AppendixC Adopted by Council 

GENERAL PLAN IMPLMENTATION PROGRAMS—Adopted by Council Dec. 2010 
City of Fortuna – 2030 General Plan Update 

Goals and Programs 
Responsibility for 
Implementation 

Timing of 
Implementation 

Department that Confirms 
Implementation  

Chapter 4: Transportation & Circulation 
 

Goal TC-1 Roadways & Highways   

To develop a safe, convenient, and uncongested road network.  

Program TC-1. The City shall develop, establish, and maintain the Street Master 
Plan consistent with the updated General Plan.   

  

City Council 

Community Development 

Public Works 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Program TC-2. The City shall identify and monitor operations of critical 
intersections on a periodic basis and construct needed improvements in a timely 
manner, based upon available resources, if operation drops below LOS C.  

City Council 

City Engineer 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Program TC-3. The City shall monitor traffic volumes on an ongoing basis to 
ensure that planned improvements remain necessary and relevant based on actual 
traffic volumes.   

City Council 

City Engineer 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Program TC-4. The City shall implement the intersection improvements required 
by mitigation measures in the General Plan Update EIR. 

City Council 

City Engineer 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Program TC-5. The City shall require proposed new development projects with 
greater than 30 residential units or 10,000 square feet of commercial, office or 
industrial uses to have a traffic study to:  (1) quantify existing traffic volumes on 
area streets in the vicinity; (2) quantify project trip generation; (3) evaluate both 
traffic LOS/delay and pedestrian/traffic safety impacts; and (4) identify mitigation 
measures required to avoid significant traffic impacts. 

City Council 

Community Development 

Public Works 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Program TC-6. The City shall solicit comments from Caltrans for projects that 
may alter or have a measurable traffic impact on HWY 101 and its on/off ramps. 

  

Community Development 

Public Works 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 
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Program TC-7. The City shall require that proposed new development provide 
circulation improvements that may include new roadways, islands, traffic controls, 
dedicated turn lanes, sidewalks, pedestrian and bicycle lanes or paths, transit stops, 
and signage. 

City Council 

Community Development 

Public Works 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Program TC-8. The City shall require that new development provide its fair share 
of City-wide roadway and traffic improvements. 

  

Community Development 

Public Works 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Program TC-9. The City shall develop road standards for Traditional 
Neighborhood Designed residential areas and for use with Form Based Codes.  

City Council 

Community Development 

Public Works 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Goal TC-2  Parking  

To provide a sufficient amount of convenient, available, accessible, safe, and attractive parking to serve existing and new development throughout the city.   

Program TC-10.  The City shall ensure that proposed parking lots of 10 spaces or 
more are visually buffered from any existing or proposed residential uses by trees 
and vegetation, and that proposed parking lots of 20 spaces or more include islands 
with tree plantings (at least one for every 20 spaces) to reduce visual impacts and 
solar radiation. 

 

City Council 

Community Development 

Public Works 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

 

 

Program TC-11.  Parking lot lighting past 10:00 p.m. shall be limited to no more 
than 20% of the total lot lighting for security, with no sodium-vapor bulbs, and a 
maximum height of 15 feet. 

 

 

 

 

City Council 

Community Development 

Public Works 

FY 2011-2012  
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Goal TC-3  Public Transportation  

To provide and maintain viable public transportation services, with convenient and efficient access to workplaces, shopping, and other destinations that improve mobility, 
relieve congestion, and address environmental conditions.   

Program TC-12. The City shall require applicants of proposed new subdivisions, 
planned unit developments, and other large development projects (e.g., residential 
projects over 20 units, commercial/office/industrial projects over 10,000 sq. ft.) to 
work with Redwood Transit Service, if requested, to extend transit service and 
transit stop facilities 

City Council 

Community Development 

Public Works 

FY 2011-2012  

Goal TC-4  Pedestrian Facilities 

To develop safe and pleasant pedestrian ways that provide recreation opportunities as well as alternatives to the automobile.   

Program TC-13. The City shall create and maintain a comprehensive list of 
specific corridors throughout Fortuna in need of sidewalks.  This list should 
include, but not be limited to: 

 Rohnerville Road between existing improvements; 

 Redwood Way between existing improvements to Rohnerville Road; 

 New arterial and collector streets not yet developed; 

 Drake Hill Road from Rohnerville Road to Thelma Road; 

 Fortuna Blvd from existing improvements south to Kenmar Road; 

 Ross Hill Road from existing improvements north to Kenmar Road; 

 Kenmar Road from Fortuna Boulevard westerly to Riverwalk Drive; 

 Riverwalk Drive easterly from existing improvements to Kenmar Road; 

 Fortuna Boulevard sidewalk-mainline separation with landscaping;  

 Widened bike-lanes through vehicular lane width reductions on Main Street;  

 Enhanced pedestrian safety devices on 12th Street; and  
 Main Street  between Sixth Street and U.S. 101, and Thelma Street between 

Drake Hill Road and School Street.  

Community Development 

Public Works 

FY 2011-2012  
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Program TC-14. The City shall cooperate with local schools to create a Safe 
Routes to School program.   

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program TC-15. The City shall prepare a master plan for the Strongs Creek 
Parkway connecting the Riverwalk District to the eastern City Limits. 

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Goal TC-5  Bicycle and Trail Facilities 

To provide an interconnected and effective system of bikeways, bicycle parking facilities, and trails for people wishing to walk or bicycle for commuting and/or recreational 
trips.  

Program TC-16. The City shall update its Bicycle Transportation Plan to reflect 
changes in the General Plan.   

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program TC-17. The City shall revise the Zoning Ordinance to incorporate bicycle 
parking standards into its parking requirements.  

Community Development 

Administration 

Planning Commission 

City Council 

FY 2011-2012  

Program TC-18. The City shall work with local school districts to develop a 
bicycle education for all bicyclists, especially those people five to 12 years of age, 
and to have an active law enforcement program pertaining to bicycle safety which 
is compatible with other law enforcement priorities.  

Community Development 

Police Department 

FY 2011-2012  

Goal TC-6  Aviation 

To support Humboldt County in the continued operation and improvement of Rohnerville Airport and its associated facilities, while ensuring compatibility between urban 
development in Fortuna and aircraft operations.   

Program TC-19.  The City shall review the Rohnerville Airport Land Use 
Compatibility Plan and ensure that land use designations and zoning within the 
Rohnerville Airport Land Use Compatibly zones are consistent with the plan.  

 

Community Development 

 

FY 2011-2012 

and annually 
thereafter 
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Goal TC-7  Regional Transportation Coordination 

To coordinate City-planned transportation and circulation improvements through HCAOG with county, State, and Federal transportation systems.   

Program TC-20. The City, in concert with the Humboldt Transit Authority (HTA), 
shall review the City’s current funding contribution for Redwood Transit Service 
bus service under the HTA Joint Powers Agreement to ensure that the City is 
paying its fair share of regional transit service costs. 

Administration 

Planning Commission 

City Council 

FY 2011-2012  

Program TC-21. The City shall coordinate with other local transit providers to 
develop a transit network providing access to regional transit.  

  

Administration 

Planning Commission 

City Council 

FY 2011-2012  

Chapter 5: Natural & Cultural Resources 

 

Goal NCR-1 Water Resources  

To ensure that the City has access to a quality water supply that is free from pollution.   

Program NCR-1 The City shall implement a stormwater management program 
(SWMP) consistent with its National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit coverage and the adopted Stormwater Ordinance, which prohibits 
the discharge of non-stormwater discharges into the stormwater system.  

 

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-2.  For proposed development projects that would result in greater 
than one acre of ground disturbance, the City shall implement State provisions 
requiring the preparation of a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP). The 
SWPPP shall identify measures to manage exposed soils, control of oil and other 
pollutants, and prevent pollutants from leaving the construction site in runoff. The 
SWPPP shall also identify BMPs to avoid significant sedimentation in runoff from 
the construction site.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  
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Goal NCR-2  Biological Resources  

To protect and maintain, or relocate through mitigation, sensitive habitats and species, including riparian corridors, wetlands, and Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Areas.  

Program NCR-8. The City shall collect information for a Planning Area ESHA 
inventory, including but not limited to wetlands, riparian areas, anadromous fish 
streams, special status species and their essential habitat, and CNDDB Sensitive 
Natural Communities, to assist with the discretionary project review process.  This 
program shall include collaboration with resource agencies, such as CDFG and 
USFWS, and shall be updated at least every 10 years. 

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-9. The City shall maintain maps of streams prone to erosion and 
sedimentation and identify areas with severe problems to address with restoration.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-10. The City shall create and maintain an inventory of streams 
prone to exotic species invasion and trampling from grazing and collaborate with 
local and regional stakeholders to identify mitigation measures.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-11. The City shall develop interpretive signs that educate the public 
on stormwater issues and install them near the River Lodge, Eel River, and public 
trails and bike paths along creek and river areas.  These signs should provide 
information on measures taken by the City to preserve and protect its watersheds.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-12. ESHA Inventory.  The City shall implement a program to 
receive and retain any reports that inventory Environmentally Sensitive Habitat 
Areas (ESHAs) within the planning area, including but limited to wetlands, riparian 
areas, anadromous fish streams, special status species, and California Natural 
Diversity Database (CNDDB) Sensitive Natural Communities, to assist with the 
discretionary project review process. This program should include collaboration 
with agencies, such as CDFG and USFWs, to the extent possible. 

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-13. Where possible, through available grant funding or  assessment 
districts, the City shall maintain and repair streams with high sedimentation by 
installing habitat restoration and fish passage structures, restoring gravel beds, and 
creating deep ponds.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  
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Program NCR-14. The City shall identify and map movement corridors for 
terrestrial wildlife and fish in fish bearing streams within the Planning Area. 

Engineering Division FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-15.  The City shall prepare a streamside management/wetland 
protection ordinance, following collaboration with resource agencies including but 
not limited to CDFG, establishing setback recommendations for perennial and 
intermittent streams, wetlands, and riparian corridors. At a minimum, the City shall 
implement the following watercourse, wetland and riparian area protection 
measures: 

Watercourses and Riparian Areas 

(a) The City shall maintain Streamside Management Areas (SMAs) of at least 50 
feet around perennial streams and 25 feet around ephemeral streams, unless a 
biological report indicates that such SMA setbacks are not required. The 
buffers shall be measured from the top of the stream bank (for example, the 
50 foot setback would be 50 feet from each stream bank, for a total of a 100 
foot wide buffer); 

 (b) New development/activities within SMAs shall be limited to: (1) activities for 
wildlife enhancement/restoration, flood control or drainage, new fencing so 
long as it would not impede natural drainage or wildlife, and bank protection; 
(2) commercial timber management and harvest activities regulated by the 
Forest Practices Act; (3) road and bridge replacement or construction, when it 
can be demonstrated that it would not degrade fish and wildlife resources or 
water quality; (4) removal of vegetation for disease control or public safety; 
and (5) management and maintenance of trees, shrubs and other plant life; and 

(c) New development within SMAs shall minimize adverse effects, including, at a 
minimum:  retaining snags and live trees with visible evidence of use as 
nesting sites; replanting disturbed areas with riparian vegetation; and 
performing erosion control measures. 

Wetlands 

(a) The City shall maintain Wetland Buffer Areas of at least 50 feet around 
jurisdictional wetlands, unless a biological report indicates that such Wetland 
Buffer Areas are not required; 

Community Development FY 2011-2012 

Ongoing 
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(b) New development within Wetland Buffer Areas shall be limited to:  fish and 
wildlife management; wetland restoration; removal of trees for disease control 
and public safety; and new fencing so long as it does not impede drainage or 
wildlife movement; 

(c) No new development shall be permitted in Wetland Buffer Areas which 
degrades the wetland; and 

(d) Wetland Buffer Areas disturbed by permitted activities shall be restored to the 
original contours and promptly replanted with native riparian vegetation. 

Combined Watercourses/Riparian Areas and Wetlands 

(a) Storm water runoff to watercourses and wetlands shall not exceed the existing 
rate of storm runoff for a 50 year storm of 10 minute duration; 

(b) Sediment in storm water runoff draining to watercourses and wetlands shall be 
minimized through the use of sediment basins, seeding or replacing bare soil, 
diversion of runoff away from graded areas and areas heavily used during 
construction, and limiting grading in buffer areas to the dry season (May 
through October); 

(c) Stormwater outfalls, culverts, gutters, and other similar facilities draining to 
watercourses and wetlands shall be dissipated; and 

(d) Septic systems shall not be permitted within wetland buffer areas.  Adjacent to 
these areas, septic systems shall meet County Health Department and 
RWQCB standards. 

 

Program NCR-16. The City shall improve and replace culverts under City streets 
as needed to provide fish passage in affected creeks.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-17. The City shall, in conjunction with CDFG, develop an 
educational program designed for property owners adjacent to fish bearing streams 
and creeks. The program will provide information including, but not limited to, 
rights-of-access permission for creek maintenance and inspection/surveys of 
wildlife habitat.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012 

Ongoing 
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Goal NCR-3  Agricultural and Timber Resources  

To encourage the utilization of productive agricultural lands for their value as an economic resource and community identity in the Eel River Valley.  

Program NCR-17.  The City shall develop, adopt, and apply standards when 
considering the conversion of agricultural lands to other uses based on a land 
evaluation and site assessment system.   

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-18. The City shall adopt applicable Humboldt County farmland 
preservation standards.   

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Goal NCR-4   Mineral Resources 

 To manage and permit the extraction and transportation of mineral resources, while protecting the environment and surrounding land uses from adverse effects.  

No Programs    

Goal NCR-5  Soil Resources 

To protect, maintain, and conserve the City’s soil resources through reduced erosion and proper agricultural practices.  

Program NCR-22. The City shall maintain, implement, update, and enforce its 
Storm Drainage Master Plan as required by the Clean Water Act and the Porter-
Cologne Water Quality Control Act, to reduce the discharge of pollutants and to 
protect water quality.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-23. The City shall adopt a grading ordinance to address concerns 
with hillside grading, wet-weather grading, and grading activities adjacent to 
waterways.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-24. The City shall continue to implement a Grading, Drainage, and 
Erosion Control Ordinance that: establishes rules and regulations to control 
excavation, grading, drainage, and erosion; establishes the administrative procedure 
for issuance of permits; and provides for approval of plans and inspection of 
grading construction, drainage measures and erosion control methods.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  
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Goal NCR-6  Energy Conservation 

To reduce consumption and reliance upon non-renewable energy sources and promote energy conservation, energy efficiency, and the use of alternative energy sources in new 
and existing development.  

Program NCR-25. The City shall consult and cooperate with RCEA to develop 
materials and publicize the benefits of energy conservation, to prompt the 
community to choose measures that maximize energy conservation and energy-
efficiency in their daily lives.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-26. The City shall review its building codes and ordinances to 
identify revisions that promote energy efficient building design and construction 
practices. These could include the installation of water saving and energy efficient 
appliances, use of sustainable building materials and low VOC paint, incentives for 
recycling construction debris, reducing runoff, retaining vegetation and controlling 
soil erosion. The City shall consider the feasibility of providing incentives for new 
and renovated projects that incorporate these provisions.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-27. The City shall work with contractors to find methods and 
means to recycle construction wastes in an effort to reduce construction waste to 
below State standards.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Goal NCR-7  Archaeological, Cultural & Historical Resources 

To foster the identification, protection, and enhancement of the city’s archeological, historical, and paleontological resources for their cultural value.  

Program NCR-28. The City shall establish a non-profit organization for the 
purposes of identifying and conserving local history and heritage to supplement the 
existing Historical Commission.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-29. The City shall establish a voluntary program to designate 
buildings, structures, sites, objects, or cultural landscapes having special character 
or historic, architectural, or aesthetic interest or value as local Historic Landmarks. 
A database of buildings, structures, sites, and objects eligible for designation as a 
Local Historic Landmark shall be compiled and maintained by the City.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  
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Program NCR-30. The City shall develop a program to designate buildings, 
structures, sites, and objects, or cultural landscapes having special character or 
historic, architectural, or aesthetic interest or value as local Historic Landmarks. 
Such properties shall be protected from demolition and inappropriate alterations.  A 
current inventory or database of buildings, structures, sites, and objects eligible for 
designation as a Local Historic Landmark shall be developed and maintained by the 
City. One or more of the following criteria shall be required for a property to be 
eligible for listing; 

 The property is particularly representative of a distinct historical or 
architectural period, type or style, or illustrative of a way of life; 

 The property is of a type or style  that was once common but now is rare; 

 The property is at least 50 years old; 

 The property or site is connected with a person or event important to local 
history; 

 The property or builder is considered to be of significance in the field or well-
recognized in the community; 

 The style, construction method, or materials are determined to be of unusual 
merit or significance to the history of the community, regional, State or local 
history; 

 The overall composition, design, or details of the property or landscape are 
determined to be of unusual merit or significance to the history of the 
community, or regional, State or local history; or 

 The property contains original materials or displays workmanship determined 
to be of significance to the history of the community; or regional, State or 
local history; or of unusual merit.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-31. The City shall promote a commemorative plaque program to 
provide recognition and identification of property owners and sites that are awarded 
designation as a historical landmark or structure.   

 

Community Development FY 2011-2012  
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Program NCR-32. The City shall work with the Fortuna Chamber of Commerce 
and Historical Commission to prepare informational guides or walking tour guides 
for Fortuna's most-significant historical resources to promote appreciation of the 
community's heritage sites and contribute to Fortuna's tourism attractions.   

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-33. To promote public awareness and appreciation of the City's 
diverse history, cultural landscapes, architectural heritage, and cultural resources, 
the City shall provide information and education about methods and techniques to 
protect and enhance the quality of these resources. The City shall encourage public 
participation in documenting, preserving, and interpreting the heritage of the people 
of Fortuna, its history, cultures, and diverse traditions.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-34. The City shall compile a database of known historic and 
cultural resources consisting of sites, events, individuals, tribes, transportation 
routes, and structures that have affected the development of the 
Rohnerville/Fortuna area.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-35. The City shall recognize Fortuna Blvd. as the historic route of 
US 101 and apply for State and Federal Transportation Enhancement funds to help 
retain its unique design and to interpret its historic role.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-36.  Decisions regarding the stewardship and disposition of any 
Native American cultural resources discovered during the planning and 
implementation of development projects under the proposed General Plan shall be 
made in consultation with the appropriate culturally affiliated tribal representatives. 

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-37. The City shall require that historic building preservation efforts 
subject to a City permit conform to applicable Secretary of the Interior’s Standards. 

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-38.  For new development projects in areas that may contain 
archeological resources and for all projects more than 5 acres, the City shall require 
an archaeological records search at the North Coast Information Center.  Should the 
NCIC report determine the potential for archaeological resources; appropriate 
Native American consultation is required and Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
(THPO) recommendations followed.   

Community Development FY 2011-2012  
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Program NCR-39.  For new development projects in areas that may contain 
archeological resources and for all projects more than 5 acres, the Bear River Band 
of Rohnerville Rancheria and the Wiyot tribe shall be informed of subsurface 
construction activities at least one week prior to the proposed activity.  If requested, 
tribal cultural resource monitors shall be allowed on-site.  Should archaeological 
resources be encountered during subsurface construction activities, all work within 
50 feet of the find shall be stopped or redirected and THPO recommendations 
followed.   

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-40. The City shall require that, where evidence suggests that a 
project might disturb paleontological resources, a reconnaissance-level ground 
survey and records search be conducted by a paleontologist, who shall also identify 
appropriate monitoring procedures and mitigation.  

Community Development FY 2011-2012  

Program NCR-41.  The following provisions shall be added to the Fortuna City 
Code to address the potential impacts of proposed development on historic, 
archaeological and paleontological resources: 

 For development projects of 5 acres or more in size which are determined to 
have moderate to high sensitivity based on a North Coast Information Center 
(NCIC) cultural resources record search, the developer shall have an 
archaeological study prepared that evaluates the potential for significant 
impacts to archaeological resources and identifies mitigation measures to 
reduce any significant impacts;  

 For development projects of 5 acres or more in size, the City shall consult with 
the Bear River Band of Rohnerville Rancheria and the Wiyot tribe on the 
potential archaeological resources impacts, and the tribes shall be informed of 
subsurface construction activities in advance so that tribal representatives may 
be present; 

 The City shall condition development to suspend construction work if human 
remains are uncovered, immediately notify the Fortuna Community 
Development Department, Humboldt County Coroner, Native American 
Heritage Commission and the relevant Native American representative, and 
adhere to NAHC treatment and disposition requirements.   

Community Development FY 2011-2012  
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 If archaeological resources are encountered during subsurface construction 
activities, all work within 50 feet of the find be stopped or redirected until a 
qualified archaeologist paid for by the developer determines significance and 
identifies mitigation; 

 Prior to approval of development that would alter or demolish existing 
buildings of 45 years of age or older, the developer shall have a historical 
resources study prepared to determine whether the building is eligible for 
listing in the National Register of Historic Places or the California Register of 
Historic Resources, and if yes, that identifies mitigation measures consistent 
with the Secretary of Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties, Standards for Rehabilitation, 1995; 

 Where evidence suggests that a proposed development project would be 
constructed within a soil or rock formation that has yielded paleontological 
resources in the area in the past, the developer shall have a paleontological 
study prepared  to determine whether significant paleontological resources are 
present, and if yes, that identifies mitigation measures required to avoid 
significant impacts to these resources; 

 If paleontological resources are encountered during subsurface construction 
activities, all work within 50 feet of the find shall be stopped or redirected, and 
a qualified paleontological consultant paid for by the developer shall evaluate 
the find, determine significance, and identify any required mitigation. 

Chapter 6:  Parks & Recreation 

 

Goal PROS-1  Parks 

To provide a variety of parks that serves community needs and attracts and encourages active use by Fortuna’s residents, workforce, and visitors.   

Program PROS-1. The City shall develop a City-wide Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan to assess service areas, level of service, maintenance and upgrade 
schedules, ADA compliance, stewardship guidelines, and future facility needs.  

Parks & Recreation 
Commission 

  

FY 2011-2012  
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Program PROS-2. The City shall adopt an ordinance enacting the powers of the 
State Quimby Act to improve and expand upon parks and recreational facilities.  

Parks & Recreation 
Commission 

Planning Commission 

City Council 

Community Development 

FY 2011-2012  

Program PROS-3. The City shall adopt an ordinance enacting parkland dedication 
requirements or in-lieu fees from new development to improve and expand upon 
parks and recreational facilities.  The Ordinance shall require parkland dedication at 
a ratio of five acres of parkland per 1,000 residents or payment of comparable in-
lieu fees.  

Parks & Recreation 
Commission 

Administration 

City Council 

Community Development 

FY 2011-2012  

Program PROS-4. The City shall encourage responsible pet ownership by 
providing supplies for dog waste clean-up at all parklands that allow canine use.  

Parks & Recreation 
Commission 

FY 2011-2012  

Program PROS-5. The City shall draft written agreements between the school 
districts and the City outlining the shared use of facilities.   

 

Parks & Recreation 
Commission 

FY 2012-2013  

Program PROS-6. The City shall periodically update a list of desirable special use 
facilities.   

Parks & Recreation 
Commission 

FY 2011-2012  

Goal PROS-2  Recreation 

To retain and expand Fortuna’s recreational facilities, community centers, bikeways and trails, and programs to meet the needs of Fortuna’s residents, workforce, and visitors.  

Program PROS-7. The City shall create opportunities and incentives, such as 
public acknowledgement plaques and signs, for volunteers, private businesses, non-
profit organizations, and agencies that participate in recreation program delivery 
and facility enhancement activities.   

 

Parks & Recreation 
Commission  

Ongoing  
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Goal PROS-3  Open Space 

To provide for and maintain open space resources.   

Program PROS-8. The City shall coordinate and cooperate with the County, local 
schools, BLM, California Parks and Recreation, and other appropriate agencies to 
develop educational programs and materials that encourage natural resource 
stewardship and highlight the significance of open space resources in and around 
Fortuna, including the Headwaters Forest.  

Parks & Recreation 
Commission 

 

FY 2011-2012  

 Program PROS-9. The City shall conduct a feasibility study of the Rohner, 
Strongs and Jameson Creek riparian corridors to upgrade flow capacity for multiuse 
open space, recreation, and flood control.  

Parks & Recreation 
Commission 

Community Development  

FY 2011-2012  

Chapter 7:  Public Facilities 

 

Goal PFS-1  General 

To ensure the efficient and cost effective delivery of services and well maintained infrastructure systems, commensurate with the City’s ability to finance and operate.  

Program PFS-1 The City shall prepare and annually review public facility master 
plans (e.g., water, wastewater, drainage). Every five years, the City shall update 
those plans to ensure compliance with appropriate State and Federal laws, use of 
modern and cost-effective technologies, and compatibility with current land use 
policy.   

Public Works 

Community Development 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Program PFS-2 The City shall continue to update its Capital Improvement 
Program to address the city’s existing and projected public facility needs.   

Public Works 

Community Development 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Program PFS-3. At such time as any water, wastewater or storm drain element 
(pipes, pump stations, treatment facilities, etc.) reaches 90% of capacity, increased 
capacity shall be programmed.  

Public Works 

Community Development 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 
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Program PFS-4.  New subdivisions, PUDs, and other large development projects 
(e.g., residential projects over 20 units, commercial/office/industrial projects over 
10,000 sq. ft.) shall demonstrate that adequate water, fire flow, wastewater 
collection, wastewater treatment/disposal, and storm drainage can be provided 
without adversely impacting service to existing uses.    

Public Works 

Community Development 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Program PFS-5. The City shall require that a SB 610 Water Supply Assessment be 
prepared for proposed development projects that meet the State Assessment 
threshold (e.g., ≥ 500 EDUs).  The Assessment shall demonstrate there is adequate 
potable water supplies to serve the proposed project along with existing and 
cumulative development within the City in 5-year increments over a 20-year 
projection, under average normal, single-dry, and multi-dry years.  

Public Works 

Community Development 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Goal PFS-2  Infrastructure Funding 

To ensure that adequate facility and service standards are achieved and maintained through equitable funding methods.   

Program PFS 6.  The Fortuna Public Works Department shall establish and 
implement a fair-share fee program applicable to new development to help pay for 
system-wide water, wastewater conveyance, wastewater treatment, and storm 
drainage improvements required to serve this proposed development while 
maintaining existing levels of service through Year 2030.  All proposed new 
development shall pay its fair-share of these improvements.  

Public Works 

 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Program PFS-7. The City shall annually review and update its development fees 
to ensure adequate funding to deliver and maintain the service levels set out in the 
General Plan.   

 

 

 

 

 

Public Works 

Community Development  

Administration 

City Council 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 
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Goal PFS-3  Water 

To ensure the adequate, reliable, and safe provision of water to all existing and future development within the city.   

Program PFS-8. The City shall prepare an Urban Water Management Plan 
(UWMP) and update the plan once every five years. The UWMP shall address the 
City’s projected municipal supply and fire protection needs, water conservation 
practices, and management measures, as required by State law. 

Public Works 

Community Development  

 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Program PFS-9. The City shall review the most cost-effective urban water 
conservation management practices, based as appropriate on recommendations of 
the California Urban Water Agencies, the California Department of Water 
Resources, or other appropriate agencies.   

Public Works 

Community Development  

 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Program PFS-10. Emergency Response Plan.  The City shall implement its 
Emergency Response Plan to reduce its water system vulnerabilities, and to 
upgrade its water security program.  

Public Works 

Community Development  

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Goal PFS-4  Wastewater 

To ensure adequate wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal to protect the public health, safety, and welfare.   

Program PFS-11. The City shall prepare and periodically update a wastewater 
facilities master plan that identifies treatment facilities and collection system 
locations and sizes to serve the needs of the expanding city.   

Public Works 

City Council 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

 Program PFS-12. Proposed subdivisions, PUDs and other large development 
projects shall route urban runoff through onsite grassy swales, 
infiltration/sedimentation basins, and oil/grit separators prior to discharging to the 
City’s municipal storm water drainage system. 

Public Works 

Community Development 

City  Council 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Program PFS-13. The City shall require that, prior to operating any new industrial 
or manufacturing use of greater than 5 acres, a Notice of Intent to comply with 
California General Permit for Discharges of Storm Water Associated with 
Industrial Activities adopted by the Water Resources Control Board shall be filed.   

Public Works 

Community Development 

City  Council 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 
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Goal PFS-5  Stormwater Drainage 

To collect and dispose of stormwater in a manner that protects the city’s residents, businesses, and property from the hazards of runoff and flooding, manages stormwater in a 
manner that is safe and environmentally sensitive, and enhances the environment.   

Program PFS-14. The City shall continue to implement a Storm Drainage Master 
Plan and Flood Protection Master Plan to assure adequate protection for residents 
and property.   

Public Works 

Community Development 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Program PFS-15. The City shall prepare and adopt a Stormwater and Flood 
Protection Ordinance to implement the Storm Drainage and Flood Protection 
Master Plan to address stormwater runoff and flood protection.   

Public Works 

Community Development 

FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

 PFS-16. The City shall implement a public education campaign and circulate 
outreach materials to protect storm water from pollutants. Currently the City has an 
approved Phase II Storm Water Management Program that describes the six 
minimum measures, which includes a public education program. Facilitating public 
participation and involvement in local stormwater issues will be accomplished by 
implementing the EPA’s Best Management Practices (Fact Sheet 2.4 Public 
Participation/ Involvement Minimum Control Measure, 01/00; and “Measurable 
Goals Guidance for Phase II Small MS4s”), which include the following: 

1) Establish a steering committee that meets on a quarterly basis; 
2) Hold regular public meetings annually; 
3) Establish regular coordination among agencies; 
4) Storm Drain Stenciling Citywide within 2 years; 
5) Community clean-ups; and 
6) Adopt a Storm Drain Program. 

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012  

Program PFS-17. The City shall implement a Post Construction Stormwater 
Runoff Control Ordinance in order to minimize pollutants in post-construction 
stormwater discharges. Currently the City has an approved Phase II Stormwater 
Management Program that requires the City to implement post-construction runoff 
control from new development and redevelopment to the extent allowable, as part 
of the Municipal Permit conditions. 

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012  
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Program PFS-18. The City shall, by resolution, adopt a Manual of Stormwater 
Quality Control Standards for New Development and Redevelopment, which will 
include requirements identifying appropriate design standards and best 
management practices to control the volume, rate, and potential pollutant load of 
stormwater runoff from new development and redevelopment projects as may be 
appropriate to minimize the generation, transport and discharge of pollutants. To 
the extent permitted by law, the City shall incorporate such requirements in any 
land use entitlement and construction or building-related permit to be issued 
relative to such development or redevelopment.  

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012  

Goals PFS-6  Solid Waste 

To ensure the safe and efficient disposal or recycling of solid waste generated in Fortuna, protect the public health and safety, and reduce impacts on landfills.   

Program PFS-19. The City shall review its opportunities to contract solid waste 
and recycling collection services with an appropriate vendor, and prepare a request 
for proposals for solid waste and recycling services, and complete a vendor 
selection process.   

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Program PFS-20  The City shall incorporate a requirement for the recycling of 50 
percent of construction waste. This would reduce Fortuna’s waste and help the City 
achieve 50 percent diversion, in accordance with AB939 requirements.  

Public Works FY 2011 - 2012  

Program PFS-21.  The City shall require that all proposed development projects 
provide dedicated solid waste, recycling and green waste bins and enclosures and 
participate in the City’s recycling pick-up, green waste pick-up, and composting 
programs.   

Public Works FY 2011 - 2012  

Goals PFS-7  Gas & Electric Service 

To promote adequate private utility service levels and to ensure they do not adversely impact surrounding development.   

Program PFS-22 The City shall inform City residents and businesses owners of 
various discounts, incentives, and credits available for energy conservation 
programs and alternative energy systems and other energy efficient installations.  

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 
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Program PFS-23. The City shall power City Hall and most other occupiable City 
buildings with renewable energy sources by 2030. 

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Goal PFS-8   Communication Systems 

To expand the use of information technology as a communication tool in order to improve personal convenience, reduce dependency on nonrenewable resources, take 
advantage of the ecological and financial efficiencies of new technologies, and develop a better-informed citizenry.   

No programs 

Goal PFS-9   Law Enforcement 

To deter crime and meet the growing demand for police services associated with increasing population and commercial/employment development in the city.   

Program PFS-24. During preparation of the City budget, the City shall assess local 
police staffing levels, facilities and equipment needs and develop strategies to 
maintain the service standards outlined in this element.   

Police Department Biannually  

Program PFS-25.  The Fortuna Police Department and the FFPD shall review 
development projects for safe (including fire safe) and accessible building and site 
design. 

Police Department FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Goal PFS-10  Fire Protection 

To protect residents, employees, and visitors in Fortuna from injury and loss of life and to protect property from fires.   

No programs    

Goal PFS-11  School Facilities 

To ensure that adequate school facilities are available and appropriately located to meet the needs of Fortuna residents.   

Program PFS-26.  The City shall refer proposed new development plans to the 
local school districts and solicit a letter from the district documenting that adequate 
school capacity is available, and that state-mandated school impact fees will be 
paid prior to the issuance of occupancy permits. 

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 
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Goal PFS-12  Libraries 

To ensure that adequate library facilities are available and appropriately located to meet the needs of Fortuna residents.   

Program PFS-27 The City shall evaluate the feasibility of providing expanded 
library services with up-to-date technology in the community, including the 
addition of a second facility.   

 

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Chapter 8:  Health and Safety 

Goal HS-1  General   

To protect city residents, employees, and visitors from injury and damage resulting from natural catastrophes, man-made events, and hazardous conditions.   

No Programs 

Goal HS-2  Emergency Response 

To provide effective emergency response to natural or human-made hazards and disasters.   

Program HS-1. The City shall develop, certify, and maintain an Emergency 
Response Plan.   

Administration 
Community Development 
Planning Commission 
City Council 

FY 2011 - 2012 

 

 

Program HS-2. Based on the information provided in the Emergency Response 
Plan, the City shall prepare a map that identifies potential hazards and provides 
emergency evacuation routes for Fortuna residents.  The City shall post the map on 
its website and provide a copy of the map at City Hall’s front counter.   

Administration 

Community Development 

 

FY 2011 – 2012 

Ongoing 

 

 

Program HS-3. The City shall coordinate with other local agencies, including the 
County and cities within the county to develop and maintain coordinated 
geographical information systems (GIS) planning for emergency response services.  

Administration 

Community Development 

FY 2011 - 2012 
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Goal HS-3  Air Quality 

To improve air quality and minimize the adverse effects of air pollution on human health and the economy.   

Program HS-4. The City shall work with the North Coast Unified Air Quality 
Management District to develop and implement an Air Quality Management Plan 
for controlling PM10.  

Administration 

Community Development 

FY 2011 – 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Program HS-5.  The City shall require proposed new subdivisions, PUDs, and 
other large development projects to implement the following air emission reduction 
measures:  

Construction Emission Reduction Measures (to be implemented during 
construction): 

(a) Use watering to control dust during tree clearing activities; 

(b) Spray exposed soils and dirt roads as needed during clearing, grading, and 
trenching; 

(c) Sweep paved streets used by earth-moving equipment at least once a day; 

(d) Apply soil stabilizers to areas where development or landscaping will not 
occur within three (3) days of grading; 

(e) Plant ground cover in disturbed areas immediately after grading; 

(f) Cover haul truck loads; 

(g) Use only low VOC and low formaldehyde coatings, paints and insulation 
in buildings;  

(h) Fit construction equipment with EPA and/or NCAQMD-approved exhaust 
systems, and keep these vehicles tuned and in good working order; 

(i) Limit diesel-powered construction equipment idling time to 10 minutes 
maximum; and 

(j) Stage diesel-powered construction equipment as far away from residences 
as possible. 

Community Development 

Public Works 

FY 2011 – 2012 

Ongoing 
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Area Source Emission Reduction Measures (to be implemented during operation): 

(a) Limit residential development to one wood-burning EPA Phase III or 
better stove or fireplace per unit; 

(b) Equip all new buildings with natural gas-powered and not wood heating 
systems; 

(c) Prohibit open burning of vegetation, slash, and refuse (including 
construction debris); 

(d) Fit all buildings with electrical outlets on the exterior walls to promote the 
use of electrical rather than gas-powered landscape maintenance 
equipment; and 

(e) Increase energy efficiency in proposed buildings by 20% beyond title 24 
requirements. 

Mobile Source (Traffic) Emission Reduction Measures (to be implemented during 
operation): 

(a) Provide sidewalks and pedestrian-enhancing features including street 
trees, street lighting and pedestrian cross-walk striping at intersections; 

(b) Provide bicycle lanes within and adjacent to the project site; 
(c) Provide bicycle-locking areas at proposed parks; 
(d) Work with RTS to extend transit service, and provide a stop if requested 

by RTS; 
(e) Work with the Fortuna Public Works Department to synchronize any 

existing or new traffic signals along roads to carry a substantial amount of 
project traffic; 

(f) For commercial, office and mixed-use projects, initiate a voluntary 
ridesharing program for the on-site workforce, and provide preferential 
parking for ridesharing vehicles; 

(g) For commercial, office and mixed-use projects, provide bicycle-parking 
areas; and 

(h) (h) For commercial, office and mixed-use projects provide employees with 
transit incentives (subsidized bus passes) to minimize driving to work.  
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Goal HS-4  Noise 

To ensure that the residents of Fortuna are protected, to the extent feasible, from the harmful effects of excessive noise levels and abusive sounds.   

Program HS-6. The City shall limit the hours and days of major construction 
activities throughout the city to the hours between 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m., Monday 
through Saturday, except for emergencies and other special permitted 
circumstances.   

Administration FY 2011 - 2012  

Program HS-7.  The City shall adopt the noise compatibility standards by land use 
type identified in Tables 8-1 and 8-2 (consistent with Humboldt County’s Noise 
Compatibility Standards).   

City Council FY 2011 - 2012  

Program HS-8.  The City shall require proposed new subdivisions, PUDs, and 
other large development have a noise study prepared to:  (1) identify existing 
ambient noise conditions; (2) identify project construction noise; (3) identify future 
without and with project traffic noise levels; (4) identify project stationary source 
noise at adjacent noise-sensitive uses; (5) determine whether the project would 
exceed either the interior or exterior noise compatibility standards identified in 
Tables 8-1 and 8-2; and (6) for any excessive noise, identify mitigation measures 
that would bring project noise into compliance with the standards.  

Community Development 

City Council 

FY 2011 - 2012  

Program HS-9.  The City shall require these stationary source noise measures be 
incorporated into proposed commercial, industrial and mixed-use projects adjacent 
to noise-sensitive land uses: 

(a) Proposed new loading docks adjacent to noise-sensitive land uses shall 
include noise-attenuating features, where required, to ensure that 
associated noise does not exceed 60 dBA Ldn at the exterior of any existing 
or proposed residential use; and 

(b) HVAC systems shall be enclosed such that associated (a) noise does not 
exceed 60 dBA Ldn at any existing off-site or proposed on-site residential 
uses. 

 

Community Development 

City Council 

FY 2011 - 2012  
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Program HS-10.  Proposed amplified announcing systems shall not exceed 65 
dBA Lmax during daytime hours, 60 dBA Lmax during nighttime hours, and 60 dBA 
Ldn, at the exteriors of any existing off-site or proposed on-site residential uses. 

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012  

Goal HS-5  Geologic & Seismic Hazards 

To minimize loss of life, injury, and property damage due to seismic and geological hazards.   

Program HS-11. The City shall review and regularly update its geologic hazard 
mapping based on new information, including soils and geologic reports for 
specific sites and updated maps from the State Geologist.   

Community Development Annually  

Program HS-12. The City shall amend the Zoning Ordinance to provide 
development standards and site design criteria for development on areas containing 
slopes that are greater than 15 percent .  

Community Development 

Planning Commission 

City Council 

Administration 

FY 2011 - 2012  

Program HS-13. The City shall adopt standards, guidelines, and procedures for 
evaluating and mitigating geologic hazards (e.g., surface faulting, liquefaction, 
landslides, ground-shaking) in the review and approval of both public and private 
projects.   

Community Development 

Planning Commission 

City Council 

Administration 

FY 2011 - 2012  

Goal HS-6  Human-Made Hazards 

To minimize the risk of loss of life, injury, serious illness, damage to property, and economic and social dislocations resulting from the use, transport, treatment, and disposal 
of extremely hazardous materials and hazardous materials and wastes.   

Program HS-14. The City shall work with the County to prepare a Hazardous 
Waste Management Plan that minimizes the risk associated with human-made 
hazards.  

  

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012  
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Program HS-15. The City shall work with the State Department of Toxic 
Substances Control in providing educational materials to address the proper method 
of disposal of household hazardous waste.  The City shall provide information at 
both the public counter in City Hall and on the City’s website.   

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012  

Program HS-16. The City shall require that land uses that generate, use, handle, 
store, transport, dispose of or emit hazardous materials or waste have a Hazardous 
Materials Release Response Plan and Inventory (Business Plan) on file with 
HCDEH. 

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012  

Program HS-17. The City shall require that any new development proposed at a 
hazardous materials/waste site identified in Figure HS-3 include documentation 
from the applicable regulatory agencies indicating that the site status is “cased 
closed” or “no further action required.”  If such evidence cannot be provided, or if 
remediation activities have not been completed, the applicant(s) shall remediate to 
the applicable agencies’ satisfaction prior to development.  

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012  

Program HS.18.  The City shall require that, prior to any demolition or renovation 
of structures constructed prior to 1979, an asbestos and lead-based paint survey be 
performed by a licensed contractor, per California Department of Toxic Substances 
Control (DTSC), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), North Coast Unified 
Air Quality Management District (NCUAQMD) and Humboldt County Division of 
Environmental Health (HCDEH) requirements.  If the contractor finds the presence 
of asbestos and/or lead-based paint, either:  (1) an Operations and Maintenance 
Plan shall be prepared that evaluates the potential risk posed to maintenance 
personnel, construction workers, facility staff and patrons, and identifies 
remediation measures required to avoid associated hazards, for structures are to be 
retained; or (2) the materials shall be removed by licensed contractors in 
accordance with all applicable regulations, for structures to be removed.  

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012  

Program HS-19.  The City shall require construction contractors to report any 
potential soil contamination to the Building Department.  The Building Department 
has authority to hire licensed hazardous materials consultants at property owner’s 
expense to assess the potential contamination and identify remediation.  

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012  
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Goal HS-7  Flooding 

To provide flood protection that minimizes potential property damage and loss of life, while creating or enhancing recreational opportunities, wildlife habitats, and water 
quality.   

Program HS-20. The City shall prepare and adopt a Flood Protection Master Plan.  

 

Community Development 

Planning Commission 

City Council 

FY 2011 - 2012  

Program HS-21. The City shall work with FEMA in an effort to update the Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMS).   

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012  

Program HS-22. The City shall investigate measures for the abatement of flooding 
hazards, and report its findings to the City Council for consideration. The measures 
may include, but are not limited to, the following: (1) removal or relocation of 
development from flood hazard areas; (2) construction of impoundments or channel 
diversions, provided that adequate mitigation of environmental impacts can be 
demonstrated; and (3) debris and silt removal programs conducted in a manner so 
as not to disrupt existing sensitive habitat communities.   

Community Development 

City Council 

FY 2011 - 2012  

Program HS-23. The City shall provide information to the public regarding flood 
zone locations.  The City shall develop maps and other flood-related information 
available on the City’s website and public counter at City Hall.   

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012  

Program HS-24.  If the FEMA flood zone evaluation determines there would be a 
change in the FEMA flood zone designation, the City shall submit the evaluation to 
FEMA for a flood map revision no later than six months after the evaluation is 
completed.   

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012  

Goal HS-8  Wildland Fires 

To minimize the risk of loss of life, injury, and damage to property and watershed resources from wildland fires.   

No programs 
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Goal HS-9  Aircraft Hazards 

To minimize the risk of loss of life or injury, damage to property, and/or the relocation of commercial or residential land uses resulting from aircraft hazard potential.  

No programs 

Chapter 9:  Community Design 

Goal CD-1  General 

To pursue visual and aesthetic enhancements throughout Fortuna and improve the overall quality of the urban environment.   

Program CD-1. To encourage good building design, the City shall prepare and 
adopt a form-based zoning code.  

Community Development 

Planning Commission 

City Council 

FY 2012 - 2013  

Program CD-2. The City shall create and maintain a Design Guidelines manual 
that details specific plans and requirements for all new development, 
redevelopment, and enhancements throughout the city. The Design Guidelines shall 
be made available to residents and developers through print and online resources. 
The Design Guidelines shall cover all aspects of residential and non-residential 
development, which shall include the following: 

 Landscaping requirements; 

 Street and sidewalk design standards; 

 Lighting standards; 

 View corridors and structural setback requirements; 

 Energy efficiency and energy conservation design standards; and 

 Any other development-related requirements that correspond with the City’s 
general desire to pursue visual and aesthetic enhancements in Downtown, 
residential, commercial, and industrial areas.  

Community Development 

Planning Commission 

City Council 

FY 2012 - 2013  
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Program CD-3. The City shall develop a list of tree species and landscape plants 
(especially native species) that are suitable for the local climate.   Appropriate 
locations for each type of tree will be included based on form, root system, and 
desire for evergreen or deciduous tree cover (e.g., parking lot, over a sidewalk, in a 
courtyard, for shade, for screening).  

 

Community Development 

Planning Commission 

City Council 

 

FY 2011 -2012  

Program CD-4. The City shall create and maintain a register of sites, structures, 
and districts throughout the City that may be eligible for State or national historic 
designation.  Buildings included in a local register are eligible to use the California 
State Historic Building Code and to pursue tax credits and incentives that may be 
available for rehabilitation and preservation.  

Community Development 

Parks  

Historical Commission 

 

FY 2011 -2012  

Program CD-5. The City shall pursue various loans, incentives, and tax 
improvement programs for exterior building renovations, including: 

 Federal Rehabilitation Tax Credits; 

 Community Development Block Grant assistance; 

 First Time Homebuyer Program incentives for historic properties; 

 Façade Improvement Program for signage, historic restoration, and exterior 
visual enhancements; 

 Paint Up Fix Up Program incentives for exterior repairs; and 

 Redwood Community Action Agency structural repair incentives available to 
low-income homeowners or renters in Humboldt County.   

Community Development FY 2011 -2012  

Program CD-6.  The City shall require exterior lighting to use the lowest intensity 
lamp/wattage for security and safety purposes, and be shielded and directed 
downward so there is no direct illumination of adjacent properties.   

 

 

Community Development FY 2011 -2012  
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Distinct Districts & Neighborhoods 

Goal CD-2 

To maintain the historic nature of the city and strengthen the identities of individual districts and neighborhoods throughout Fortuna.   

Program CD-7. The City shall establish new neighborhood street standards to 
promote the goals of traditional neighborhood design through a form-based zoning 
code consistent with traffic calming and public safety.  

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012  

Program CD-8. The City shall encourage new neighborhood design standards to 
promote the goals of traditional neighborhood design through a form-based zoning 
code including narrower lot sizes and appropriate floor area ratio.  

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012  

Goal CD-3  Corridors 

To maintain and enhance the aesthetic and functional quality of Fortuna’s major travel corridors.  

Program CD-9. The City shall consult with Caltrans and pursue funding for a 
wildflower seeding program for rural roadsides and freeway rights-of-way.  

Community Development 

Public Works 

FY 2011 - 2012  

Goal CD-4  Gateways 

To establish and maintain specific gateway entry points into the city to attract visitors and serve as a pleasant homecoming for residents.  

Program CD-10. The City shall develop a gateway streetscape and sign plan that 
will outline a program to improve key entryways into the city.  

 

Community Development 

Planning Commission 

City Council 

FY 2011 - 2012  

Goal CD-5  Natural Setting 

To provide a dramatic backdrop to the city by maintaining views of the Eel River, surrounding hills, forests, creeks, and open space areas as distinctive visual and 
environmental features.  

Program CD-11. The City shall amend the Zoning Ordinance so that it specifies 
guidelines for development along ridgelines around Fortuna, to preserve the city’s 

Community Development FY 2011 - 2012  
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Goals and Programs 
Responsibility for 
Implementation 

Timing of 
Implementation 

Department that Confirms 
Implementation  

view of the surrounding hills and mountains.  

  

Planning Commission 

City Council 

Goal CD-6  Public Infrastructure 

To use public investment in the development and enhancement of public facilities, roadways, and other infrastructure, to improve the image of Fortuna and implement its 
urban design objectives.  

No Programs    

Chapter 10:  Administration & Implementation 

 

Goal AI-1  Administration & Implementation 

To provide for ongoing General Plan administration and implementation.  

Program AI-1. The Planning Commission shall review the General Plan annually, 
focusing principally on actions undertaken in the previous year to carry out the 
implementation programs of the plan. A report to the City Council shall include, as 
the Commission deems appropriate, recommendations for amendments to the 
General Plan. This review shall also be used to satisfy the requirements of Public 
Resources Code §21081.6 for a mitigation monitoring program.   

Planning Commission 

Administration 

Community Development 

FY 2011 – 2012 
and annually 
thereafter 

 

Program AI-2.  The City shall conduct a major review of the General Plan, 
including the General Plan Policy Document and Background Report, beginning 
every five years from the date of final approval of this General Plan, and shall 
revise it as deemed necessary.   

  

City Council 

Planning Commission 

Administration 

Community Development 

FY 2014 - 2015 
and every five 
years thereafter 

 

Program AI-3. The City shall investigate and implement, as appropriate, 
mechanisms to be used for funding five-year General Plan updates.   

 

Administration 

Community Development 

FY 2011 - 2012  
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Implementation  

Program AI-4. The City shall review and amend, as necessary, applicable 
ordinances and regulations referenced herein to ensure consistency with the 
General Plan. These shall include the following: Zoning Ordinance, Subdivision 
Ordinance, Building Code, and Development Standards.   

City Council 

Administration 

Community Development 

FY 2011 – 2012 

Ongoing 

 

Program AI-5. The City shall implement the provisions of this General Plan 
through its ongoing project review process.   

  

City Council 

Planning Commission 

Administration 

Community Development 

Ongoing  
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